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. PREFACE

no. . ’ : ot s

re -

7 Thrs publlcatlon is the first of a planned ser|es prepared jolntly by the Pubhc
" Information Office and the Ethnic and Racial Statistics Program Area; Populatlon
-Division, Bureau, of the LCensus. Similar publications on the American Indian,
ESkImO and Aleut; Asian and PaCIfIC Islander; -and Spanish origin populations are . )
beirig pIanned for-this--series—The-purpose -of the-publications-is-to provide- a—" -
compilation of selected deimiographic, social, economic, and other statistical ‘data
relating to these populations in a single- -docuiment. : :

;:  The PIO/POP—83 Series .will resent data compiled from several _sources, /
lncludmg the 1980 ‘Census of Population and Housnng, available statnstnc;from the /

: Bureau s-carrent surveys, and ‘other government agencies.

.
As a reference 40curnent‘r this publication is designed to enhance thé use of

Census Bureau ‘s dataon’ the Nation ‘s Black population: o1

N -N“‘\\\

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



|

iNThobUETioN | [

. Statlstlcs fr'o'i'h' the latest Bureau Current Populatlon Surveys (CPS) and the

%1 980- census_show_rmprovement_ln lneome_levels of-Black:married- oouple:fami-

lies, educational attainment and school enroliment, and home ownershlp amongﬁ";

Blacks durlng the 1970's. But the data also reveal setbacks |nfluenced by hngh;

Black unemployment sharply increased divorce and separation : rates "and a rrse‘

. in famuly households malntalned by Black females:

A recessionary economy coupled with. inflation eroded ‘both Black and Whlte

family income during the 1970 decade and together, they were major factdrs

_ contributing to an increase in poverty among Blacks; especlally wbinén

The dlsproportlonate impact on .Blacks of the economic downturn beglnmng :

\x/ in 1974 and of {he relatively sluggnsh .economy continuing through 1982 ef-
fectrvely broughz 'to a halt the. momentum of overaII social and economlc lmprove-
ment apparent a the beginning of the decade

IR A s L .;‘

, OPULATI N GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION

226 mllllo’?I to' 26:5 million: In 1980, Blacks represented apprommgatelv 12

e total populatlon . .~

percent of )
‘In 1980, Blacks' constituted more than 20 percent of the populatlon |n ‘seven

States—Mlssrsslppl {35 percent);: South Carollna {30 percent) Loursrana {29

percent) ‘Georgia (27 percent), Alabama (26 percent) Maryland {23 .percent);

.

N and North Carolina {22 percent). Twelve States had Black populations of 1
Aes m|II|orf7or more; an increase of three more States {(Michigan, Ohio, and Virginiaf
from 1970. = I

] Ne\év York had the |argest Biack popuIat|on pf any clty (1 7825 337L|7n7 1980,
_, follo Zved by Chicago (1, ,197,000), Detroit- (758 939), Phlladelphla (638,878},
and/ Angeles_ (505,210) (table 1)
Of the 100 cities with the Iargest Black populatlon, the c|ty wrth the hrghest
- percentage was East St. Louis, Ill. (96 percent). In Washington D”C” about 70

percent of the popuIatron was BIack in 1980, about thie samie 35 in 1970, aIthough
the total popuIat|on uj the city actually dropped daring the d'ecade

The tradltronal Iarge Black migration- from the South to points North and

. West appeared to end in the 1970 decade. Between 1975 and -1980; about

415 ,000 Blaci&s moved to the Soath; whereas; only about 220,000 left; thereby

reversing the longstanding Black exédas from the South; in 1980; the proportion

< 1970. T

ot
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Between 1 )70 and 1986 the Black populatlon increased by 17:3 percent from '

‘of_the total -Black: popuiatjon_tewdmgm the,.Somh was 53 petcent the same as.in
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Tabie 1. 100 Cities With the Largest Black Pop on by Rank: 1980
_ ‘ N X Black population
fank |-y - City . | porcont ot  Totml
- Number total population
; — —
Unitod SEALOB..verueeerrasaansans 26,495,025 1n.7 226,545,805
1- - 1,784,337 25.2 3
2 N 1,197,000 39.8
¢ 3 | Detroit, MI......... 758,939 63.] N
4. Philadelphia, PA.............. . 638,878 . 37.8°
.5 Los Angoles, CA....... P vereeans A 505,210 17.0
6| Washington; DC., iaiieiieiiiiiani: G68;906_)_ . Foz3 | gIsg3mEm___
7 Houston;—~TXzzaes 4407346 1,595,138
8 Baltimore, MD, 431,151 ‘ 786,775
9_ | New Orlogna, LA 308,149 557,515
10 Mcemphis, TN... - 307,702 ’ 646,356
11 | Atlanta, GA.. 282,911 425;
12 Dallas, TX. 265,5% 904,078
13 .| Clovelnnd, OH, 251,347 573,822
14 ‘| St._Louis; MO. . : 206,386 453,085
15 Cevanea 191,745 329,248
16 ° 1s59,28F 46.9 . 335,337
17 . 158,224 556 284,413
18 00118, IN.uiesreenncevavossnnnnnnns 152,626 21.8 700,807 -
19 Milwaukeo, WI......... . 1463940 | 23.1 : 2
20 Jacksonville, FL... . 25.4 :
- - . - - P -
21 | Cincinnafi, OHIl: i 467 338 |- . 385,457
22 1, AL 126,229~ 22.4 562,99
23 124,880 4 22.1 .
2% - 122,699° 27.4
25 112,357 51.3
36 | Gary, 1IN UTUT : "t 107,644 70.8
27 23.3 .
8. 24,0
29 .Charlotte, 31.0
. 30 Jackson;, MS...... Cheesusasasanananenennnna 47.0
‘3 Buffalo, NY.. 26.6 - 357,870 .
3z Norfolk, VAIL: 35.2 . 266,979
33 Fort_Worth,; TX 22.8 385,164 .
34 | Min 1, FLiuaseesnssnranananannnnnsans ceees 25.1 | 346,865
¢t 35 San Francisco, CA..... -o12.7 678,974
.- _ o - .
36 Shrevecport, LA 411
37 ville, KyY. 28.2
g 36.5 + 219,419
39 -8.9 875,538
40 35.9 203,371
4 36.2 "+ 200,452
42, - 39,2 177,857
43 - 649.0 |- 141,390
4 41.4 159,611
‘45 83.2
%5 v 5 235
41 62,1332 25.8 | 241,761
48 . 61,954 27.7 . 223;532
49 61,750 17.4 1 " 354,635
S0 | Compton, CArveveerenrnrnnnnnnnn I 60,812 75.8 1 81,286
L] . ) -
, . 7
> R
- ) - L
- . - ';7 -
: o 8L -
» . :\ . - < T
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Table 1. 100 Citigs With the Largest Black Population by Rank: 1980-Con.

_Black_population

'

- Rank Ccity - . | Porcont of
I o " Number fotaX -
51 12,0
52 146
53 34.2
54 v 1.3
.55 57.3 94,245 "
56 | Chattunooga; T oo 169, 565
57, | Winston-Sale . 40,2 [~ - 131,885
5B 9536 ~557200——
.59 ; 22,2 237,177 .
60 45.5 . 116,896
61 | Grochaboro, . 33.0 155; 642
62 |'LAtElo Hock, Al 32.2 158,461
63 ; . 47.1 100,831 .
64 ¢ 45.1 104,577
65 | Patorson, NJ.\.....eeieuan 47,091 341 137,970
66 46,755 | - 9.5 493, 846
67 e aﬁleS . 33.9 138,392
68 | Nowport Ne 45 31.5 144,903
69 | Camdin, NJ. 53.0 .. 84,910 -
70 | BORUMONE, TXie:.iioenesvinenaesanononeanns 36.6 118,102
71 | milsa, ok, - 118 © 360,919 .
72 | Ausedn, T 12.2 345,496
73 Hampton, V. 34.3 122,617
T4 Trenton, NJ. . 45.4 92,124
75 .. 27.4 150,255
76 17.2 238,647
77 | Kariaas Cify,. 25.3 .161,087
78 i 11.3 361,334
79 | Columbia, SC,... .. 402 - 101,208
80 - | Mew Haven, CT.....ivicearenstenrnnnaanns R 31.9 __ 126,109
Youngstow; on:: 3303 115,436
30.0 128,291
12.0 314,255
ol
ATbany; GA. . : ‘
89 Mount_Vernon, NY N
90 Charleston; SC.. .
91 | Fort Laudordals, FL. 21.0 153,279
92 | Bast_CleveIaiid; OM.. 86.5" 36,957
93 "y L2726 114,486 - .
94 10.8 279,272 -}
95 '21.0 142,546
96 o 2007 3
97 ’ 4.6
58 73.7 .
99. 15.7
100 37.2
] . i o .-
N ' ,
: DT
N . ,
. € P
.o [ _ .
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RESiEENEE

In 1980 about 60 percent of the Black populatlon llved |n central CltleS an <

. increase recorded dunng the 1960'5 In 1980 aIthough a majorlty & Blacks still
resided in central cities, the Black population outside central cities grew by 43
percent during the 1970’s. Even with this large percentage increase, by 1980
®Blacks comprised only 6 percent of the totaI populatlon outside oentral cities
(chart 1) - : . N
RN S

23

SGME INCOME GAIN

Whlle |ncome for all Black famllles cdntlnued to Iag behlnd that of the general
population, Black marrled-couple famlhes reqlstered a B.9-percent. gain.in real

-

- " median income between 1971 and 1981, improving from $18,370 to $19,620 -
- * in constant dollars ‘“The comearable figures - for- White: marrled-couple families

" were $25,130%n. 1971 and $25,470 in 1981 (charts 2). - : ’
~ While the income: levels for Blaek ‘married-couple famlltes was chmbtng
during the decade of the 1970s this -group experienced. a decllne in the pro-
portion they constltuted of aI! Black fam|I|es, dropp’ng from 64 percent [in 1972

to 55 percent in 1982

. 1981. Medtan incorrie- for Whlte famrlles in 1981 was $23, 520 down only 27

-;percent»from 1980 when adested for mflatnon (chart 3

.income of White famllles—$14 A80 versus $23 970. By 1981 thls ratio was 56.

percent. .

husband present and the lack of tncome gains for these families. Among Blacks;
such families totaled 2.6 million in '1982 or about 41 percent ofsall -Black famlhes
up from the 42 percent in-1972. The median mcome for families marntamed by
Black - female householders with nd husband present was $7 510 in 1981 about
38 percent of the median of.Black mamed couple famllles G$19 620)

‘. POVERTY RATE INCREASES - n ',i

thls perrod the total number of persons |n poverty incréased by:5 4 mllllon

In 1971 the- medlan incoe ‘for Black farnilies was 60 percent of the meduan"

“In 1970, aboiit 8 million Blacks (34 percent) and17. mtlhon Whites (1ﬁ per-.

cent) had iricomes belowlhetpoverty level. By 198¢1 the nuniber increased to 9

.i . mulllon for Blacks (34 perdeht) and 22 mllllon for. Whltes (11 percent) (The

poverty level for 1981 was $9; 287 for a family of four) (chart aip

- L L o i

T Daring the 1970% an |ncreas|ng conocentration bf the poor in famtilies main- -~

tained by females was especlally ewdent -among "Blacks. The number of poor

ERIC
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Aci‘ordnng 10 survey data; the decling in Black famtly m dtan |ncome reflects
in part the increase, in the proportion of families 'maintained by. females with no

t.
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. T L , N
. Distribution of the Black Population by Metropolitan
and Nonmatropolitan Rasidénce: ‘\19%0 and 1980

Y Y . . 7 / +
. 3 / 20.9%
i - s T Outside .
‘ S : K . central.
’ Nonmetropolitan N g - city
. - ‘ . . \
. v ‘ é v .
’ o ~ \_= In central
. 57.8% : . —N\ ity - =
«. 1980 —— o
. . PSPl S e : . )
’ . LA ;
g . 23.3%
. : 18.9% . '

N
i

Outside central
N il . city
. N N SRR K
. Source: . U.S.-Department of Commerce, BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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._ Modmn Family Income bLTVpo of Familyand®' . . ! \,\ .
Race of Householdar: 1971 and 1981 . ST
(fus1 dollars) . SR : -
S - o LT,
Fomals houssholder ~ ~* -
no husband iii'aiéijt . A

1981

1971, 1981 197 1981.. 1971 1971
.- White families Eié(:k;famllles * White families
; ‘_ . SN ST
Sourcs: US. Department of Commarce, BUREAU OF THE CENSUS =
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, CHARTZ. v AU S R
- " Mediah Family income by Race of Houssholder: 1970 to 1981 S
. : - o iL;.. o .‘ -4. .
 Miagian income (1981 qgllars) .
- 30,000 — <

2
L
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- . ' ’ ¢ ;:': ol a
. _x - White families \‘;I:;-_f‘_,__,.‘_": N
AN T A
7 . \R ‘-,;7( - o \‘ ' Lv‘;:
,/ . - Ag/ . ;:A ) 7\
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P =)
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. (=]
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i

- togool L L1110 11 b 1 ]
1970 1971 19721973 1974 19751976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 "

Sourca: U.S, Dapartrmant of Commarce, BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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CHARTA. . -

Number of PerSons Below Poverty Level by Race: 1970 to iéBi

Numbers in thousands -
o o . /—
25,0007 : :

. - . -77 |
20,000 (— : ' Y 4
o 7
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million in 1981 These famrhes accounted for 70 percent of all poor Black
families in 1981, substantially up from 56 percent in 1970. *

o

LABOR FORCE - -

{130 percent) (900,000 in 1972 to.2.1 million in 1982).
In 1982 the labor force participation rate_for Black men. and women 16years

-whereas the number of unemployeg%lack pe(sons lncreased by 1.3 m|II|on

"and over was 70 and 54 percent, respectively. Black men in the labor force slightly

outnumbered Black women (5.8 million to 5.5 million}).

The unemployment rate for Blacks in 1§:I§ was twnce that for Whltes (103
percent. versus 50 percent) By 1982 when the unemployment rate for both’

Blacks and Whites ‘was the hlghest singe anytime in post-World War . h|story,

—\the Black unemployment rate was still double that of Whites—18:9 percent

compared to 8.6 percent {chart 5);
Among Black teenagers, the unemployment rate reached 48 percent in 1982;

28 percentage pomts higher than that of White teenagers (204 percent). The rate

was hlgher for Black male teens (48 9 percent) than for females (47:1 percent):

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Accordmg to 1980 censas statistics; Blacks in- the expenenoed c|v1I|an Iabor

' force were concentrated in three summary occopatlonal groupungs operators,

fabrlcators, and Iaborers (27 percent) technical; sales; and administrative support

.‘(24 percent); and service occupations (23 percent):

The proportion of Blacks in the experienced civilian labor force in “managerial

and professional” and “precision production; craft; and repair” occupations was

13 and 9 percent; respectively: Blacks were least concentrated in “‘farming,

forestry, and fishing’’ occupations (2 percent) (table 2).

In- 3980, there were 10.6 million Blacks 16 years old and over in the cnvnhan_
labor force. The civilian labor force includes persons who were employed or
Iooklng for work; but u iployed in 1980. The occupation text and tables pre-
sented here are for the ‘‘recent-experienced’ civilian labor force; and is defined
as persons employed in 1980 or unemployed having civilian work expetience
between 1975 and 1980.

'The 1980 census occupational classrflcatlon system is the first based on 19787Q§tandard
Occupational Classification {SOC) system which was developed by Office of Federal Statis-
tical Policy and Standards for greater consistency of occupation data among government
sources. Therefore, these data are not strictly comparable to occupation statistics collected
in the 1970 and previous censuses. 3

14
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CHART5. ' ,
Unemployment Rates of the Population by Race:
1972 to 1982 Ah’h"u’éljﬁéiéééi

Unemployment rate

16.0,

120

‘8.0
6.0
40 |~ ‘ .

20

[ AT T T R S B

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981
: 1

AR S O U
Source: U.S. Department of Labor. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
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Table 2. Occupation Dlstrlbution of the Experlenced Civilian Labor Force Populat‘on

16 Years’ and Over for the Black Population in the United States; by Sex: 1980

B o . Black populltlon
Occupatibn R o L Total [ ~ -

. B _ ~ - population | Both sexes Men Women
civilian Iabor orce........(number).. | 104,449,817 |10,582,43¢ |5,330,792 5,251,644

100.0 100.0 100.0 180.0

e - - -

Managerial and professional 8pecialty......... 21.7 13.0 10.8 15.3
Executive, administrative, -9.9 4.8 5.3 4.4
Professional specialty.., : 11.8 8.2 5.5 10.9
29.6 2.1 . 14.4 34.0.

2.9 2,4 1.8 3.1

9.8 -5.0 3.8 6.3

16.8 16.7 8.8 24.6

13.0 22,6 16.8 | 28.6

7 Private.households. -6 2.4 .2 47
ProteCtive 8erviced . . ii . iiiireccaanrananas , S ] -1.8 -3.0 N .6
Services; excopt protective and household... 10.9 18.4 13.6 23.3
'Fnrm!.ng, foroatry, ‘and nnhlng........,....... 29 20 Jlo 6
Precision productions, crafts, and repnira.... 13.0 - . 8.8 15.2 2.3
,tsgrlcntora, n.nd lnborera.......... : ) 191 i i;i ’ 37.7 16.8

e operators, assemblers, and s CL g I ot
OCLOrB.vercnunnnns cetcaascngaanna 9.7 13.8 14.8 L 12.7
" Tranasportation and material moving.... 4.6 | 5.9 10.7 .9
Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers, R R L. o o
nnd 18bOrers. ccscrsunesanacncsssanaancanas 4.9 7.6 12.1 |- 3.1
Unemployed, no c!.vn!.nn work expor!.enco a!.nce . . . I o
1975, 7 21| . 1.8 2%

Source: : U S.,Dopnrtmant of Commerca, Burenu of thu Cennus, 198‘0 Cenaua ot
Population/EEO Special File.

REPRESENTATION IN SELECTED OCCUPATIONS -

In 1980; Blacks were overrepresented in certain occupatlons. For example

although Blacks comprlsed aboat 10 percent of the total civilian Iabor force,

they constituted 14 percent of all operators; fabricators; and laborers and 18

percent of all service workers. -

In contrast; Blacks were underrepresented |n managerial and professional

specialty occupations (6 percent) and techmcal; sales; and administrative
;e.up"p'a'rt 6'céu'p'a'tiahs (9 percent§

fevel. For ‘example, Blacks accounted for over one-half (54 percent) of all the
workers who were private household cleaners and servants; and one-third of those
in ‘the occupations of maids and houseman, and garbage collectors. Also in 1980,
about one-fourth of all postal clerks and nursing aides; orderlies, and attendants
were Black. Conversely, Blacks were only 3 percent of all the experienced

- physicians, lawyers, and engineers; 6 percent of the clergy, judges, and computer.
programimers; and 4 percent of managers and admlnlstrators.

Blacks were well ‘represented in occupations such as mall carrlers—postal
service (12 percent) palnters—-constructlon and maintenance (10 percent),
metalworklng and plastus working -machine operators (10 percent), and .police
and detectives (11 percent) (table 3) o

6




Thﬁ& Occupation oftha Black Population in tho Exporlonced Clvlllan I:abor Forca in theUnitod States,bySer 1980 | S
] -
'*? | Wl jeplicion - ‘
Soloctod occupations | ol | pemt . o Hitls
. ) ' population | Both sexos | of total en Wonen | nen/vouen *
cmnanrﬁsb'r CENm— \ it | 0MST | s 00| sl smu| 1w
Manngerial und professional sboélﬁify";' hs ;""';: AT ri;J?E,iii . 5.1;" :$7i,6éé. 565;433 oo
L Managers and administrntors naic, suluriod.. .';.......&..v ,ﬁ 4;555;66i | i§6'305 S iIE;GiB 16,487 1.4
Manﬁgomont rOlntﬂd......L.... R NN R P YRRI NI 2|617p332 lﬁl 919 62 75’395 86‘|526 31
angmeers,...;;~;;;;;;;;;-;;;;;;;;;;;;;;';;;;'"';_J.\......... Lo w0e| 26| i G| e
L T PP oveovs P oo oot BN X 11 IR X ] BRI 10,24 3
' " chisterEd nUI‘SOS. e T oro.uonac;;;;;;;;;un 1,285'299 ‘ 91,023 75 5,489 91,53“ . 006
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OCCUPATIONAL DIFFERENCES B
7 in 1980; mote than 2 mllllog (nearly 38 percent) of the 5 3 mlllldn Black men

" in the experienced civilian labor force were in the job category, ‘operators;

fabricators;; and laborers.” Significant numbers of Black. men With experience

in this occupatnonal category had skills in fields such as ““machine operators —
assorted matérials” {341,000); “truck drivers — heavy’ (237.000); **fabricators,

assemblers, and handworking” occupations {215,000); ‘and “laborers, except

construction’” (204,000).

‘About 17 percent of the experlenced Black men were in “service” occupatlons

. folIowed by 15 percent in “*precision productlon craft and repalr" 14 percer
aI

"technical; sales, and administrative support”, and 1 percent in "manager

and professional specialty’”” occupations:

)f the 5.3 million Black. women in the experienced: clwllan labor force in 1980 :

sllghtly more than one: thrrd (34 percent) had-. skills in v';technlcal sales; andy

administrative _support’’ occupatlons One-half of these ‘women were experlenced \

typists;"” or “records

as ‘‘sales worKers," "secretarles . ""general office clerks

Iy

~

‘processmg occupatlons ' . .

In 1980 a hlgh proport|on of Black women were |n service occupatlons In

househoId cleaners and servants (198 000) mards and housemen (172 000),‘

' tooks, except short order {153,000); and janitors and cleaners {140.000).

The vast majority of Black women experieRced in managerial and professionai
occupations were _jn occupatlons trad|t|onally occupied:by Black women such as
teachers, social workers, and “nurses. However, substantial numbers were  ex:
perlenced in fields such as. managers adm|n|strators, ‘and management related

occupatlons (table 3) - !
3

FARM POPULATION DECLINES
The 222, 606 Blacks hvlng on farms in 1981 represented 4 percent of the total

farm population and was a sharp decllne from '349,000 in 1978. In 1981, the .

— T a_ . R

Black total represented about a 67 -percent drop from 1970 “while "the White

total deciined only 25 percent. Farm residents. in ‘both groups. have decllned

steadily since 1920, when 49 percent of all Biacks and 27 percent gf all Whltes

lived on farms: In 1981, "the. proportions of both Blacks and Whltes Ilvmg on..

farms had fallen to 1 and 3 percent; respectlvely Factors related to the drop -

among | Black farm residents mclude a slugglsh economy, an older age structure of

Black farm operators, smatier acreage and decreased produce sales from farms
7/ v N

operated by Blacks. :
The med|an moome of Black farm famllres rn 1978, the most recent year for ‘

of BIack farm res|dents in poverty was about double that of Whltes (30 2 percent
versus 16 5 percent) o ,_ :

-



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.

.

16 i
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Between 1970 and 1981 the number of Black persons 3 to 34 years old L

attendlng school |ncreased by approxrmat.ely one-half million; from 78 to 8.4

milllon Enroliment for. Blacks increased from 1970 to 1977: but has decllned

since 1977 However enrollment has dropped since 1970 for Whites falling from

51:7 million in 1970 to 48:2 million in’ 1981 The decline for both Blacks and

Whites reflect decreases in- the population of eleg®ntary and h|gh school a'\ées

‘resulting from a decline in the number of blrths

“In recent years; the gap in school attendance rates between Blacks and Wh|tes

has been ellmlnated part|ally as'a result of compulsory atteﬁdance laws for

. persons of elementary and secondary school' ages. in 1981; for example school'

enrollment rates for Blacks and Whites.of the compulsory attendance ages—7 to
15 year olds—were the same.{99 percent}.- .

About 1. niilllon Black students 18 to 34 years old were enrolled in college in

l981 double the number enrolled in 1970. Most of the increase took place durmg

" the early 1970’s. 1n"1981, Black enrollment in.colleges const|tuted about 11 per- - »

cent of the college populatlon as compared to chnt |n 1970 In 1981 the

Black males (505 OOOL, . =

v . ‘ .. -

- :

- EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT | , ' ,:4

Between 1970 and 1982 |mprovement in educational attainment was evident

at the-high school level wheregthe increase in the proportlon of Blacks 25 to 34 ;
years old who were high school graduates was twice that for Whites. However, .. -

Blacks st|ll lagged behlnd Whltes Among Whltes the prcrportlon of hngh school

|ncreased from 53 to 79 percent (chart- 6) ) é :

_In 1970, Blacks in the 25 to 34 age group_were, much Iess I|kely than Whltes :

(15 percenf versus 31 percent) to_have completed at least 1 year of college. By
1982, the: disparity had been narrowed slgnlflcantly—36 percent for Blacks com-
pared to 46 percent for Whltes

in 1982 the proportion of Blacks who had completed 4 years “or more of
college was about- .one-half. the proportlon of Whites who completed the same
level, 13 percent and 25 percent respectlvely In 1970; the pro’pomon for Blacks

- 'was about one- -third the proportlon for Whites 6 percent compared to 17

percent) e R co
F’MAEE FAMILY Flo'usenowens ' ‘ .

Famllles malntalned by Black ‘woitien - |ncreased duri’n”g the decade In 1970
about 28 percent the 4.9 m|lI|on Black families were maintained by women.

By 1982, however, almost 41 percent of the 6.4 m|lI|on Black fam|I|es were
maintained by a woman. The comparable percentages. for Whltes durlng this
per|od increased from only 9 percent to 12 percent. In 1982 the majority of
Bfack families were st|II maintained by marned-couples Howwer, since 1970;

21



L o ‘ !
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T Pé;‘;éﬁi High §ij99| Graduates for Persans 25 to 34 Years Old )
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] White ) . Black
Source: U'S. Departmant of Commarce, BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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- from 68 to 55 percent (Chart 7)

3

r

Among Biack women in 1982 who: malntamed famllles 5’2 perCent ‘had- never "

marned compared to 1 1 percent f for Whlte fam:lies mamtamed bya woman

2

I:IVING ARRANGEMENTS GF GHII:BREN ' T ey

¢

As a consequence of the “above changes the number. of Black chlldren lwrng ‘

with both-parents dropped sharply between 1970 and 1982 while the percentage.
of Black children living in one-parent sltuatlons increased, frdﬁ%’! 1049 percent._
Abodt 8 percent of the chrldren llved ‘with neither parent |n 1982, But in most "

cases resided with another - relative. White chlldren ||vmg wrth _one: parent also

increased, doubling from 9 percent in 1970 to 17:percent in 1982. still, 81 per-.
'42 percént -

cent of White children lived with both parents in 1982 compared wnf
. of aack children. .=~ * . e TN

Black children constltuted ;ust 15 perCent of‘aII chlldren under 1 years of

age.in 1982, but represented 31 pencent of al chlldren Iwrng with only one
parent. - /7. . T

._p- . v e : Sl

. s
s e .

INCREASED DIVORCE RATIO

in 1982 the dIVOrce ratio was highest for Blacks partlcularly women. Thls

o .

- # ratio ‘is defined as the. number of persons who are currently dworC'edper 1 000

'marrled persons I|V|ng with ‘their spouses. In 1982 the combined divoree ratio

for Blackpren and women (220 per 1,000} was ‘about double: that for Vhite

men and women l107 per 1,000). At this same time, the divorce ratiq for Iack .

women was 265 ger 1,000. This represents. a dramatic rise front 1970 when' the
divorce ratio for Black wormen stood at only- 108 per every 1000 ma(ned couples.

- The dlvorce ratro among White Wf)men rose fror}t 56{‘ 128 per 1 000 durrngihls :

same period.- . Y ; _ ol ’f’ ,

3

A
LIFE EXPECTA‘NCY AND MORTALITY

'

1981 averaged 66 years and Black females 75 years doub‘llng tlu:lr rates of the R

early 1900s But Whltes st|Il -are 3xpected to live about # years longer than
Blacks—— males hC) 71 and females to 79 R I ,'v -

1\

death rate from heart drsease dropped 10 percent for Blacks and 7 perce

- Whites: In contrast 1o the overalt pattern, the. p|cture for cancer ‘was: w%‘e for
Blacks, whose death rate for this dnséase Went up i6: percent(‘ while' th hite
'rate decreased 13 percent

i’

The hom|c|de rate f()r BIaCks dropped shghtlv between 1974 and 1979 from.,

3927 to 37.9 deaths per LOO 000 Dersohs bgt remalned sugmfucantly hngher

'than Whites, wh:qh increased trom 5.8 to 6.5 over the same period. Black males

experlenoed the highest homicide death rate (64:6) followe’d by Black females

(13 8) White males (10 1).and White. females (3:0). ; ol

';/

'ul

Y

s

‘~ -

-



' Black Families by Type: ‘7970 and 1882

SR
~Married-cou

Male _ .

X

Female
houaseholder

Male .
"householder

Famale .

“  householder

Sairrce: - U.S..Departmant of Commaerce, BUREAU OF THE CENSDS
: . er W : . .

oz

houséholder "




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

20
) Su|c|de rates |ncreased for both BIacks and Whltes between lé?b and 1979
r:snng from 5.2 to.7.0 per 100 000 among Blacks and 12: 4 to 13:1 _per 100 000
among Whltes Whlte males recorded the highest sulclde rate (20 0 per 100 .000);
followed by Black males (11.6); White females (6.6), and Black females (2:8);
<

FERTI‘LITY RATES AND BIRTH EXPECTATIONS

Substantlal declines were recorded in the total fertility rates? of both Black

* ieand White females during the decade “The fertility level for Black females decllned

27 percent; from 3.1. births per woman in 1970to 2.3 per woman it ' 1980 Among
Wh|te women, the decline was also 27 percent,; but from 2.4 blrths per woman to
* 1.7 births per woman during the same period {chart8).. '/ K

The overall level of chlldbearlng was consnderably hlgher among BIack women
differential belng the greatest at the youngest ages. .
) Accordlng to ‘1980 vital statlstlcs data, Black women 18 and 19 years old had
a fertility rate of 139 births per 1,000, about two times the rate of White women
of a snmllar age, 72 per 1 000/

GUT-GF WEDLOCK BJRTHS INGREASE

The proportlon of births occurrlng to unmarrled mchers |ncreased durlng
the decade for both: Blaclz and White women, in part due to declines in births to
marned women ln 19 , when data were Iast complled more than one-half of
percent in 1970 The orrespondlng proportlon for whiite women mcre%%ed from ’
8.0 to 11 D percent d i ng the same perlod (chart 9) = w

HOUSING OW 'ERSHIP s L

= The number f owner-occupled housung units with a Black householder rose

sl‘larply, from 6 million in 1970 to 3:7 million in 1980; a 45- percent increase. - -

In comparlson owner- occupled housmg units with a White householder lncreased

only 26 perc nt during the same penod from 37.0 million to 467 mllllon

“Renter- -occupjed_ housing units among BIacks rose 29 percent dUnng the last

occup|ed ho ; sung units was up 13 percent ' A . )
. - » )

’The av 'rage number of chlldren that would b8 botH. 10 3 groap of women if the burfjvs
fotlowed a glven set of age-specmc birth rates and lf the entire gr oup Jived throug/h the
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CHART 9.

" Parcent'6f Births Born Out of Wedlock by Race: 1970 and
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Although tha numbor of Bluck owner- occupiod households increased at a much

fastor rate than Whlta households from 1970 to 1980, the home ownership rate for

Bleck households'is still less than that for Whites. In 1980, the owner-occupancy

* rate was 44 percent for Black households compared to 68 percent for White house-

holds: In 1970; the comparable rates were 42 percent and 65 percent.

The? 1980 median value of Black smgle femily owner-occupied housnng un|ts

‘was $27,000 compared to $48.600 for Whites. The median monthly rent paid in

renter-bccupied housing for Black households in 1980 was $156 compared to

$208 for White households:

The number of Black-occupied housing unlts tacking complete _plumbing

facilities (hot and cold piped water; a flush t0|let and a bathtub or shower for

exclusive use} dropped sharply, from 1.0 million in 1970 to 459,000 in 1980 a

" 56-percent decrease. Even with this decline; the percent of Black-occupled hous-

ing units lacking complete plumbing facilities was still higher than the comparable

figure for White-occupied housing unlts—about 5 percent for Biacks compared to
1 pcrcent for Whites.

VGTING AGE POPULATION AND VOTER TURNOUT

Reglstratlon of Blacks for the 1982 Congressnonal electlons ‘totaled 10:4

million persons; 7.6 million or 73 percent of those reglstered reported,votnng

compared to 76 percent of registered Whites, The 1982 overall voter participation

rate {the number voting divided by the number of voting age persons) for Blacks

was 43 percent while that of Whites was 50 percent:
During the 1970, the number of voting age Blacks rose 31 percent, from 13

million at the beginning of the decatle to more than 17 million in 1980 The
votlng age Whlte populatlon rose from 119 million to 138 million, an |ncrease

of 17 percgnt. - '

: Accordlng to the 1980 census; foar States had a Black votlng age popuIatlon

of 1 million or more:- New York had the most; followed by California, Texag, and

Illinois;
High proportions of Blacks in the populatlon of votmg age were found in the

District of Columbia (66 percent} and eight States—MnSSnssmpl (31 percent),

South Carolina and Loaisiana {each 27 percent); Georgia (24 percent), Alab:

{23 percent), Maryland (21 percent); North Carolina (20 percent), and V|rg|n|a

= (17 percent). The majority of the Black votlng age population (53 percent) con-

t|nued to live in the South.

'MlLlTARYSERVICE i

(257 000) in 1972 to 20 percent (415 000) in_ 1982 Black women in the Armed-

Forces totaled 50,000 or 12 percent of all Black Armed Forces personnel, in
1982; Blacks now represent about 29 percent of the Army’s total complement of

about 774,000 and 32 percent of its enlisted personnel ‘Also in 1982, about

'39,000 Blacks were in the Marines (20 percent) 87,000 in the Air Force (15

percent) and 63;000 in the Navy (11 perceiit). -

N
0
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Black mllltnry enlistees registered sharply improved educatlon Ievels over the

last few years: In 1981 90 percent of Blacks entering rnllltary service for the first

time were high school graduates; compared to 65 percent in 1972, A relatlvely

greater percentage of Blacks with high school diplomas than Whltes with high

schoot diplomas entered active duty with one of the four services each year since

the mid-1970's: in all of the Department of Defense; almost 9 out of 10 Blagk

recruits during 1981 were high school graduates compared to about 8 out of 10
White recruits.

lhe—Armed liorces had— 17 000 Black offrcers—at the endﬁf 1982 more than

one- haIf (9,000) of these Black offlcers were in the Army. ‘
) Accordnng to the 1982 flgures i the total Armed Forces Black generals and

commanders and _majors and Ileutenant commanders However Black offlcers
were more Irkely to be found in the ranks of captains and navaI lieutenants (7

percent); first Ileutenants and Ileutenant junior grades (9 percent), second

lieutenants and ensigns (7 percent); and warrant officers (6 percent):
SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA _
Source of data=This report ih’ciudés aata f?'o"rﬁ the Bureau of the ééhsus the

'(NE‘-IS) and the U.S. Department of Defense The y
tover a wide range of topics, were collected pr|mar|I' 7777777
PopuIatlon and in the monthly Current Populatron Survey (CPS). The BLS data

on Iabor force are from the CPS the NCHS data on vrtaI statlstncs and mortahty

from adm|n|strat|ve records ;

The estimation procedure used for the montth cPS data rnvolved the |anat|on
or weighted sample results’ to mdependent' estimates of the civilian
noninstitutional populatlon of the Umted States by age, race, and sex. These

independent estimates are based on statistics from decennlal censuses, stat:strcs on

births, deaths; immigration; and emigration; and statistics on the- strength of the

Armed Forces; The estimation procedure used: for 1980 through 1982 data

utilized independent estimates based on the 1980 Decennial Census; 1970 through

_ 1979 data ut|I|zed |ndependent estrmates based on the 1970 Decennnal Census.

"‘measures such as means, mednans, and percent dlstrlbutnon but. drd have a:

slgnlflcant |mpact. on levels. For example;’ use of the -1980 based populatlon"‘

".controls resiilted in about a. ¥-percent increase in the civilian noninstitutional

population and in the number &f families ahd households Thus, estimates of
levels for 1980 and later will dlffer from those for earlier years by more than what
could be attributed to actual changes in the population. These differences could

be dlsproportnonately greater for certain population subgroups than for the total
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Reliability of the estimates—Slnce the CPS estimates were based on a sample;
they may differ somewhat from the flgures that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been taken using the same questionnaires; instructions; and.
enumerators ‘There are two types of errors possnble |n an estlmate based on a
.reports primarily indicate the magnltude of the sampling errors. They also
partially measure. the effect of saﬁié'hbhsaﬁibliﬁg errors- in response and
_enumeration; but do not measure any systematic biases in the data. The full

———extent-of-nonsampling-error-is-unknown—The-sampling errors-for-the-CPS-data-can—
be obtained from the Current Population Reports cited in the References.

Comparablllty with other data—Data obtained from the CPS and other
governmental sources are not entirely comparable Thrlsr is due largely to
- differences in ‘interviewer training and experience - and in differing suivey
procedures ThlS is an add|t|onaI component of error not reercted in the standard

unwnIIlngness to provide correct information on the part of respondents |nab|I|ty
to recall information; errors made in collection such as in recording or coding the
data; errors made in processing the data, errors made in estimating: values for
missing data, and failure to represent all units with the sample {undercoverage). .

4
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